Skipanon Watershed Council meeting minutes

Feb. 2, 2009

6 PM, Warrenton High School

In attendance: Jim Scheller (Chair), Pat Jensen (Smith Lake), Jim Hunt (Weyerhaeuser Co.), Steve Porter (WHS), Judy and Norm Kujala (landowners)

I. Introductions

II. January meeting minutes were approved

III. Announcements

A. Lori is presenting to the Clatsop County Board of Commissioners on 2/11.  The presentation is primarily informational, but if the councils have particular issues or concerns that they would like brought to the attention of Commissioners, please let Lori know.  The council offered no particular items at this time.

B. Steve announced that school has enough funding from National Marine Fisheries Service and the Weyerhaeuser Foundation to track Coho and Chinook for the next 3 ½ years while also expanding to additional sites across the estuary.  NMFS is interested in learning more about the discrepancy between Coho and Chinook mortality rates as determined from the last round of pit tagging.

C. Jim S. thanked the Smith Lake volunteers for their continued service and dedication to improving conditions in their lake.

D. Jim S. discussed the tour up to the City of Warrenton’s dam and filtration plant with the Youngs Bay Watershed Council, passage concerns at the dam and the future installation of stream gages, which will allow for an understanding and more informed decision-making with regards to water withdrawals.

E. Pat discussed the Smith Lake Association’s last meeting and conversations that the group had about improving riparian conditions.  The Association is continuing to seek funding for harvesting efforts.
F. Pat displayed an 1856 survey map that he had downloaded for the Skipanon watershed and adjacent areas.

G. Jim S. discussed the recent elimination of the Watershed Council liaison position at ODFW (Michele Long’s position).  The group discussed lack of engagement on the part of ODFW in Clatsop County.  Jim H. discussed recent carcass placements in the Lewis & Clark River by Troy Laws and volunteers.  Jim H. then brought up the 8 measures in the Oregon Plan that the forest industry voluntarily participates in to protect endangered salmonids.  Jim H. also discussed the Hinkle Creek paired watershed study on the effects of forest practices on salmon.

H. Pat and Jim S. asked Steve if the students in class could assist in water quality monitoring on the Smith Lake.  Steve discussed the problems in getting the kids out into the field for water quality monitoring.  Lori recommended that Pat get in touch with Steve Hansen at ODEQ to discuss the State-supported volunteer water quality monitoring programs.  (http://www.deq.state.or.us/lab/wqm/volmonresources.htm or 503-229-5449) 

II. Treasurer’s Report: An additional 20K from Pacific Seafood was deposited into the NCWA checking account.  This will be put into a c.d. to generate some interest as has been done with the other fine money.
III. New Business
A. The council is recruiting for two Board Member positions.  Please contact Jim S. if interested in contributing service to this position.

IV. Old Business

A. Project updates

1. Perkins Creek: Lori discussed the various alternatives for the two sites on Perkins Creek.  It is appearing as if little work will need to be done at the mouth, just ensuring that the creek stays in its current location and preventing the pond from becoming an entrapment issue for fish.  This can be accomplished with some minimal hand excavation and strategic placement of existing large wood at the site.  Due to permitting and landowner constraints at the upper site, the project will be limited to replacing the culvert in its current location with an 18” concrete box culvert.  This will ensure timely completion and ease landowner concerns.

B. Jim S. discussed the land use variance that was applied for by the Astoria Country Club.  The variance was granted but the setback was moved farther back.  Also, the Country Club will do mitigation for the damage.

C. Jim S. also updated the council on the Arcadia re-zoning issue – a decision will be made at the next Planning Commission meeting on 2/10.

D. Skipanon Action Plan – no action has been taken; the plan needs some updating – Jim S. will work on for the next meeting.

